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Wireless Phone Law Overview
Wireless phones and driving

Wireless Telephone Laws FAQs

Two new laws dealing with the use of wireless telephonée whiving go into effect July 1
2008. Below is a list of Frequently Asked Questions comegriese new laws.
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When do the new wireless telephol laws take effect?
The newaws take effect July 1, 20(

What is the difference between the two laws

The first prohibits all drivers from using a handheld véissltelephone while operatin
motor vehicle. (Vehicle Code (V(§23123). Motorists 18 and over may use a h-free
device. Drivers under the age of 18 may NOT use a wirelegphtme or han-free
device while operating a motor vehicle(\§23124).

What if | need to use my telephone during an emergey, and | do not have a hand-
free device’

The law allows a driver to use a wireless telephone teraaergency calls to a le
enforcement agency, a medical provider, the fire departmeather emergency servic
agency

What are the fines if I'm convicted?

The base fine for the FIRST offense is $20 and $50 for subestqgonvictions.
According to the Uniform Bail and Penalty Schedule, il addition of penalt
assessments, a first offense is $76 and a second oi$eBE@0.

Will | receive a point on my drivers license if 'm convicted for a violation of the
wireless telephone law’

NO. The violation is a reportable offense: however, Dwill not assign a violatiol
point.

Will the conviction appear on my driving record?
Yes, but the violation point will not be addt
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Will there be a grace period when motorists will only gea warning?
NO. The law becomes in effect on July 1, 2008. Whethdaaoti is issued is always
the discretion of the officer based upon his or her deteriomat the most appropria
remedy for the situatiot

Are passengers affected by this w?
No. This law only applies to the person driving a motdniale.

Do these laws apply to ot-of-state drivers whose home states do not have st
laws?

Can | be pulled over by a law enforcement officer for using my handhelavireless
telephone’
YES. A law enforcement officer can pull you over just fas thfraction.

What if my phone has a pus-to-talk feature, can | use that’

No. The law does provide an exception for those operating a commaernotak truck or
truck tractor (excluding pickups), implements of husban@mynfvehicle or tow truck, to ut
a twc-way radio operated by* pusl-to-talk” feature.

What other exceptions are there”.
Operators of an authorized emergency vehicle during theseof employment al
exempt as are those motorists operating a vehicle eat@propert

DRIVERS 18 AND OVER

Drivers 18 and over will be allowed to use a hi-free device to talk on their wireless teleph
while driving. The following FAQs apply to those motori$&and over.

Q:

A:

Q:
A:

Does the new* hands-free” law prohibit you from dialing a wireless telephme while
driving or just talking on it?

The new law does not prohibit dialing, but drivers are styoagied not to dial whil:
driving.

Will it be legal to use a Blue Tooth or other earpiece
Yes, however you cannot have BOTH ears cove

Q: Does the new hanc-free law allow you to use the speaker phone function gbur
wireless telephone while driving?
A: Yes.

Q:

A:

Does the new* hands-free” law allow drivers 18 and over to text page whili
driving?

The law does not specifically prohibit that, but an offican pull over and issue
citation to a driver of any age if, in the offi’s opinion, the driver was distracted ¢
nct operating the vehicle safely. Text paging while drivingnsafe at any speed anc

strongly discourage
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DRIVERS UNDER 18

Q:
A:
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Am | allowed to use my wireless telephone hands free

NO. Drivers under the age of 18 may not use a wiréétésghone, pager, laptop or any
other electronic communication or mobile services dewispéak or text while driving
in any manner, even hands free. EXCEPTION: Permittedhergency situations to call
police, fire or medical authoritiegfV/C §23124).

Why is the law stricter for provisional drivers?

Statistics show that teen drivers are more likefntolder drivers to be involved in
crashes because they lack driving experience and teakiegteater risks. Teen drivers
are vulnerable to driving distractions such as talking pétbsengers, eating or drinking,
and talking or texting on wireless phones, which increasehdnece of getting involved
in serious vehicle crashes.

Can my parents give me permission to allow me to useymwvireless telephonevhile
driving?

NO. The only exception is an emergency situation #guires you to call a law
enforcement agency, a health care provider, the fire thepatr or other emergency
agency entity.

Does the law apply to me if I'm an emancipated minor?
Yes. The restriction applies to all licensed disweho are under the age of 18.

If | have my parent(s) or someone age 25 years or older the car with me, may |
use mywireless telephone while driving?
NO. You may only use your wireless telephone in an gemay situation.

Will the restriction appear on my provisional licens&

May | use the hands-free feature while driving ifmy car has the feature built in?
NO. The law prohibits anyone under the age of 18 from usindgype of wireless device
while driving, except in an emergency situation.

Can a law enforcement officer stop me for using my hargdfree device while
driving?

No. For drivers under the age of 18, this is considei®H@ONDARY violation
meaning that a law enforcement officer may cite you simgiahands-freewireless
phone if you were pulled over for another violation. However, tbkipition against
using ahandheld wireless telephone while driving is a PRIMARY violatiar fvhich a
law enforcement officer can pull you over.
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